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Focus on Faculty: Prof. Jason Coy

T.

Germany, the book will appear
later this year in the long
running “Studies in Central
European Histories” series
published by Brill Academic
Press. The book examines
the role of banishment in
early modern law enforce-
ment, analyzing how author-
ities used expulsion to
regulate and reorder society.
Before the advent of prisons,
magistrates throughout
Europe banished thousands of

L
Jason Coy, who teaches

Renaissance and Reformation
European history, has recently
completed a book manuscript.
Entitled Strangers and Misfits:
Banishment, Social Control, and
Authority in Early Modern

History Department Begins

convicts for crimes ranging
from adultery to sorcery, and
public expulsion was crucial to
displaying and defending social
hierarchies, issues central to
our historical understanding
of the period. Prof. Coy’s
research has been useful in his
teaching, providing
illustrations of Reformation-
era social history and allowing
him to share the excitement
of archival work and historical
investigation with his classes.

Long-Term Oral History Project

This January the Department of His-
tory launched an oral history en-
deavor inspired by Prof. Richard
Bodek and linked with the Veterans’
History Project in Washington D.C.
The objective is to interview South
Carolina veterans and civilians who
lived through World War Il. The
department is pursuing a number of
strategies to accomplish this goal.
First, thirty undergraduates have
enrolled in HIST 241.001:
“Experiencing World War 1. Its
weekly lectures provide an overview |
of multiple aspects of the conflicts, §
while the discussions focus on mem-
oirs left by workers, soldiers, gener- SHEE -
als, perpetrators and victims. Those

students who wish will then go out
into the community to interview

local veterans and civilians.

Sy, every year and expanding beyond
WWII to cover post-1945 U.S. his-

tory as well.

In order

oral interviews.

= stone Library.
long-term project led by new faculty
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“Before the
advent of prisons,
magistrates
throughout
Europe banished
thousands of
convicts for
crimes ranging
from adultery to
sorcery, and
public expulsion
was crucial to
displaying and
defending social

hierarchies.”

to do this, the department has re-

ceived authorization from the Insti-
W70 tutional Review Board at the College
to train students in the techniques of
To cover the ex-
' penses of the project it has applied
. for a Dorothy and O. J. Small grant
" designed to facilitate joint faculty and
| student research. If everything goes
according to plan, interviews will
begin after March 15, 2008 and tran-
scribed copies will be sent to Wash-
ington DC and kept in the Addle-
It is envisioned as a
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History Program Changes

CHANGES From Page 1

focused on Civil Rights, History
of the South and on compara-
tive topics such as the class on
“Birth, Death, and the Human
Life Cycle,” to be offered by
Prof. Cara Delay this coming Fall
2008 (offered this time around
as a special topics course, HIST
241.002).
is to better prepare students for
their
their senior seminar, as well as

Ultimately, the hope

upper-level classes and
to provide a starting point for
assessing the effectiveness of

our Bachelor of Arts in History.

The other major change will be
the addition of a fifth required
field in the History curriculum.

Otis Pickett
Award Winner

OTIS From Page 1

Public Administration, and Com-
munication. His entry, entitled
“Zion Church and the Distinc-
tive Work of Presbyterian Slave
Charles Colcock
Jones, Jone Baily Adge, and John

Missionaries

Lafayette Girardeau,” examined
the contribution of these indi-
viduals in the bid to integrate
the Presbyterian Church after
the Civil War. To complete this

Entitled, Transnational and
Comparative History, it will join
pre-1500, Modern Europe,

United States, and Asia-Africa-
Latin America.  Students will
take a class in this new area to
fulfill the distribution require-
The fac-

ulty added this new area of

ments for the major.

study to the curriculum because
it is a growing field in the history
profession. Many historians are
realizing that studying topics in a
comparative and/or transna-
tional way can help students to
better understand history, and it
also gives us all new and fresh

ways to look at old topics.

award-winning project, Otis had
worked with Dr. W. Scott
Poole and Dr. Bernard Powers
in the
Otis praised this initiative from
the Graduate Office as a perfect
opportunity to sketch out the

History Department.

broad lines and receive an early
critique of a topic he ultimately
turned into his Master’s thesis.
It marks the second time a
graduate student in History has
received the award, and we
hope that both Jessica Lancia—
last year’s winner— and Otis are
setting the tone for upcoming
poster sessions. In January, Otis
also gave a public talk for the
fortieth anniversary celebration

These courses will also be very
valuable to those students inter-
ested in going on to M.A. and
Ph.D. work. Courses to be in-
cluded in this new field include
classes on Disease and Medicine
in World History, Comparative
Slavery, Comparative National-
ism, Gender, and the Atlantic
World. Overall, the major re-
quirement will remain at 30
hours but with only six hours of
The

hopes that these changes will

electives. department
create a more effective and use-
ful degree as well as attract new
majors to the program.

of the College of Charleston’s
integration. In May, he will re-
ceive a well-deserved Master of
As President of
the Graduate School Associa-

Arts Degree.

tion, he will also be addressing
the Graduates and their families
during the Spring Commence-
ment exercise which will take
place at the Sotille Theater.
Otis intends to pursue Ph.D.
studies in History and is anx-
iously waiting to hear from
competitive programs around
the country, including the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. We will
miss him!
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History Department

SUPPORT THE PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY. AN
INVESTMENT IN THE PAST BENEFITS THE
FUTURE OF THE STUDENTS, THE PROGRAM,
AND THE CURRICULUM.

Department of History
College of Charleston

66 George Street

Charleston, S.C. 29424 U.S.A.

Phone: 843-953-571 |
Fax: 843-953-6349
Web: www.cofc.edu/~history/

All the history that's print to fit!

Riddle Me This

The following riddle appeared in the South Carolina newspaper, the
Yorkville Enquirer, dated March 21, 1861, as an enigma (or puzzle) for
patriotic Confederate children. Can you name this famous Civil War
belligerent from the clues supplied? If you need a hint, we supply the
photograph to the right (it’s all the help you are going to get!):

My first iswhat all the young ladies like.
My second iswhat all they are entitled to.

My whole is the name of a distinguished military commander,

Whom all the ladies admire.

This riddle was contributed by Prof. Lee Drago of the History Depart-
ment from his forthcoming book, The Confederate Phoenix Rebel Chil-
dren and their Familiesin South Carolina, to be published by Fordham

University Press, Fall 2008.

UPCOMING: 2008 Student Paper Symposium
Monday, April 21st in Stern Center, Room 206, 3:15-
5:30 p.m.

The Charleston County Public Main Library- Special

Collections has openings for history interns.

The History Department offers the Outstanding Stu-
dent Award each year to a graduating senior with a
GPA of 3.5 (cum laude) and SERVICE to the History
Club or Phil Alpha Theta.

Check out the History Club! The History Club pro-
vides a forum for historical exploration to any student
interested in history. It provides students a social
setting to meet fellow scholars through a series of

historical field trips, lectures, movies, socials, etc.
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We’re on the Web:
www.cofc.edu/~history/
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