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FAITH & VALUES

Growing Jewish program attracts students

JEWISH From Poge 11

growing ¥aschik/ Armold Jewish
Studies Program, which draws
students to take clieses from swech
disciplines as Linguage, palithes,
religion, history and philosophy.

The program has a new horme, a
growing enrollment and a $1.5
milllan endownsent. The college &
recrulting two mew faculty mem-
biers to start pext fall. The pro-
gram’s advisory board & raising
&1 millkon o creatle a distin-
puished professor position. And
wilh the start of every year, the
Jewlsh Student Unbon grows larg-
er and mare active.

T all this, program Directos
Martin Perlmutier, smiles and
shakes his head.

The lormer philesophy depart-
ment chalr took over n 1980 He
still can’t believe all that the pro-
gram has become.

“I'm tired!" Pertmutter says
with a grin. "It bas 20 exceaded
my expectations.”

GRACEFUL HISTORY

The program was created by
Henry and Sylwia Vosky Yaschik.
who in 19084 endowed it.

Henry Yaschik wasn't a reli-
giows Jew but was intensely cul-
turally Jewish, He wanted to hon-
or his Father by starting a Yiddizh
pragram.

He supparied the pragram until
hig death in 20000 Tl program’s
mew bulbding |8 named far Mrs.

Y aschik.

Meanwhile, a matching endow-
meent from Norman apd Gerry
Sge Amold has enabled the pro-
gram fo cantinue jts growth

Al the zame time. Charlestoni-
anz and Southern Jews increas-
imgly realimad the unusual naturs
of their pesceful joint history. To-
day, the program conpects the
250-year-old college with 300
years of Jewish history in Sowth

Caralina

Even today, the program gains
strenglh from its Ges across the
Jude-Christian divide, The
uniquee Southern Jewish experi-
ence draws students who could at-
temd schoals with larger religious
studies programs. The Jewish
Btisdies works closely
with the Jewish Historical Society
of Soath Caroling, the state’s
largest Jewish crganization.

“We really have a nlche mar-
ked* Perlmutter save. “Here, lo-
cal history |s a big part of IL°

Yet, the program’s hallmark is
itz emphasks on outreach ot a
Charleston community noted for
its large number of steaples.

It biolds ecumenbeal and Jewlsh-
specilie lectures, Blble studies,
Jewizh Choral Society concerts,
Sunday morning bagels, films,
three-rabbl panels, Sunday moen-
ing adult education series, brown
bag lunches and “A World of Jew-
ish Culture™ at Picenlo Spaleto, &l
part of the program's regular
fare. And each semester, rabbis
from Charleston's three Jewish
congregations meet to discuss
matters of general interast.

Add to all that & huge boost in

Sylvia Wlosky Yaschik Jewish
Studics Center, which was bailt
with §2 million in private dona-
Lions.

The modern-locking building
ralsed some historic Charleston
evebrows, especially given that it
sitg in hhﬂw'm it
doar by Grace Epi Church
an Wentworth Street. Where
Grace s majestieally histarle, the
Jewish Studies Center [eels decid-
edly modern.

The center bouses the Jewish
Student Union/Hillel, three facul-
tw, a Judaica library and the Jew-
i=h Historical Society of Soulh
Carolina. It slse houses meeting

space and a kosher kitchen,
Speakers al its dedication in-
cloded U5, Sen, Joseph Licber
man of Connecticut, an chservant
Jew who ran for vice president aon
ihe Demoeralic tekel in 2000

JEWISH STUDIES MIMOR
HKeren Ben Shushan sits with a
siudent &t a round takle where it's

quiet encagh to concentrate on
the Hebrew langouage problem &t
hand.

For ber, this |s a deearm. Hen
Shushan moved to Charleston a
momth ago feom lsrael, where she
taught Hebrew as a first |
at Tel Aviv University. But she'd
long wanted to teach it to stu-
dents who didn't know Hebrew at
all

S0 she answered an edvertise-
ment for A teaching position in
the Jewish Studies program. [i's
her first extended stay in the
Uinited States. She brings to stu-
dents in Charleston the perspec-
tive of someone immersed in the
Izraeli culture and the Hebrew
language. They bring to ber a
fresh interest in the language.

“They understand that, being
Jewizh, it's kelpful {0 learn He-
brew," she says.

Her student= are, by far, mostly
Jewish, Bat in many ofher Jewish
Stisdies classes, such as Holocziast
amdd Ol Testament courses, the
stidents by far are non-Jewish,

John Huddlestun, & religious
stishies professor, has seen the
number of Jewish students in-
crease in his classes, meluding
stidents with parents from minesd
faiths who are trying to learn
miore about Judaism,

Whether Jewlsh or Christlan ar

Martin Pedmutter, o College of Charleston philosophy
directs the sehool's growing Yaschil/ Amodd Jewish Shudhes

Program.

somerthing else, many students
are away from home for te (st
time and grapple with religioas
and cultsral identity crises.

"They say, ‘Wow! You really
opened this up for me,' ® he says.
“It's liberating for them because
they can ask any questions they
wanl”

Ouiside of Jow|sh schools, learn-
ing from a Jewish perspective of-
ten l=m't the norm.

Ewen in the most tolerant of
towns, the domimant culturs asu-
ally gets the most mirtime in the
elaggromm, Even the Obd Testa-
ment wually ks taught from &
Christian perspective, Perlmutter
says

“This s less & religious studies
prograrm a8 it is & cultural stadies
program and an attempt to teich
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professod,

ghout an alternate cullure,” Perl-
rutter says.

The Jewish Studies minor re-
quires students o take classes
from & spectriom of &cademic ar-
gas. That includes taking Hebirew
from the languages d il
Jewish Tradition and the Hebirew
Bible from religious studies, Jew-
ish Thought fram philosophy,
Jewish History aml the Holocaust
From histery, the Jewish-Ameri-
iin novel from English and the
Modern Middle East from politi-
el Selenee,

*This gives students a chancea (o
lesirn things they probably would-
n't otherwise,” he says, noting
classes such as professor Ted
Resengarten's popular Holocaust
ecourses. “To me that's the exeit-
ing part.”

It also gives students a chance
to study abroad, such as in Israel,
Jordan and Egypt. Many of its
students have spent & year or
longer studving at Israell univer-
sities.

STUDEMT LIFE

Much of this is driven by the
booming Jewlsh student social
life on earmpus. Fram overseas
Lrips to weekly gatherings in the
Jewish Student Unbon, Perlmutber
zays, he's never seen the union so
large and active

Students gather weskly for din-
pier. Thesy study together, take
trips together, do outreach work
together and attend Jewish dis-
cussion groups together.

Twiee & month, students get to-
gether for & movie. Once a
month, they hold & big Shabbat
dinner. Thaey plan trips together,
Each fall, |t's a camping weck-
end. Each spring, it's a beach gel-
away.

But this i=n't a program just for
Jewich stndents. The majority
here are, in fact, not Jewish

The Jewish sorority and frater-
nity both have members who
aren't Jewish.

The program’s afvisory board
includes noo-Jews. The studenl
unban b8 open to all.

And not all Jewish stadents mi-
nar in Jewish Studies.

Like pon-Jewish stulents, they
come for a range of majors, pob
to mention the local besches, his-
tory and beauty of Charleston and

bowond.

"Blst if it weren for the Jewish
Stwdies program. they wouldn't
come here,” Perimutter says.
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