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to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends   
otherwise…" and is the environmental ethic of choice among practitioners of applied environmental otherwise…" and is the environmental ethic of choice among practitioners of applied environmental   

sciences. The land ethic is scaled to local biotic communities and regional ecosystems but the oversciences. The land ethic is scaled to local biotic communities and regional ecosystems but the over--riding riding 
environmental concern of the present, however, is environmental concern of the present, however, is globalglobal climate change and the land ethic cannot be  climate change and the land ethic cannot be 

scaled up to a planetary scale.   Fortunately, Leopold sketched an “earth ethic” based on biogeochemis-scaled up to a planetary scale.   Fortunately, Leopold sketched an “earth ethic” based on biogeochemis-
try, urging respect for the whole Earth as a living being.try, urging respect for the whole Earth as a living being.  
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